INTERMEDIATE

Reading Practice 2
Alexander and his Horse

Alexander was a Prince but he did not sleep in a soft bed. He liked to lie on the bare, coarse ground as his father’s soldiers did. He often said, “When I   grow up, I want to be a soldier.”



One day a handsome horse was brought to the grounds of King Philip’s palace. It was young and wild. All the men of the kingdom wished to ride it. Many people tried hard, but failed to mount the nervous animal. The men wondered why that huge horse was so terrified. 



Alexander happened to pass by with his teacher. He stood near and watched carefully for a little while. Then he said, “I would like to ride this horse”. The soldiers smiled because they did not think that such a young boy could ride a  wild horse.



Alexander had observed that the horse was afraid of its own shadow. He turned its head towards the sun. Then the horse could no longer see the shadow. At once it became quiet. The young prince jumped on the horse’s back and away they went like the wind.



At that moment the king was passing by. Philip said to his men, “My son will be thrown off and killed!” But Alexander sat fast and soon the horse learned to obey him. The king was delighted with his brave son. He bought the horse for him. When his father died Alexander became king. He always went to battle on the same horse. Alexander became a great king. 


A.
Answer these questions


1.
Where did Alexander like to lie?


2. 
What did he wish to be when he was grown up?


3. 
What was brought to the palace grounds one day?


4.  
Why were the men unsuccessful in mounting the horse?


5. 
What did Alexander do before he mounted the horse? 


B. 
Read the following lines and answer the questions.


1. 
“I would like to ride this horse.”



a. Who is the speaker?



b. Which horse is he speaking about?


2. 
“I want to be a soldier.” 



a. Who is the speaker?



b. When would he want to be a soldier?


3. 
“My son will be thrown off and killed.”



a. Who is the speaker?



b. Whom is he speaking to?



c. Why does he say this?


C. 
Find words in the passage that mean the same as the following.


1. 
frightened        __________________


2.
rough              __________________


3. 
good looking   __________________                    
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